
A·wak·en
əˈwākən/
verb

1.      rouse from sleep; cause to stop sleeping.

Before the foundations of the earth were laid, He loved us. The Creator. He knew we 
would need him to leave his rightful place in heaven to become what he created, one 
of us. He knew before he made this place that he would submit himself to it, after it 
was so broken and corrupted, in order that he might expose our need for an inno-
cence with which we’d lost touch. Generations removed from Eden, He came to that 
manger in Bethlehem to a world unraveled. He knew before he made it that he’d 
enter a world who had no place for Him, only misunderstanding and fear and per-
plexion. He made it anyway. The world and all that dwells in it. This gives me hope.

The world can feel like a mess at times, especially in recent days with colliding per-
spectives and worldviews bubbling up to the surface and spewing over into streets 
filled with protests and riots and bodies laying on the ground. Jesus faced all of these 
things too and knew he would before He set it all into motion. He set it into motion 
anyway. Something about all of this complexity and pain and suffering unfolding 
around us was still worth it. He saw the horror but knew the depth and height of His 
love that covers a multitude of pain and suffering. His love couldn’t shrink in 
the face of knowing all that would unfold. His love has an incorruptible code. 
It doesn’t bow down to fear or pain or misunderstanding. His love never fails 
to be love. Patient. Kind. Secure. Confident. Humble. Honoring. Aware of 
others. Forgiving. Forgetful of faults. Truth loving. Protective. Trusting. Hope-
ful. Believing the best. Persevering. 

Why did he tell us He loved us before the foundations of the earth were laid? Per-
haps we needed to know in the messiest moments the reason why He did it anyway. 
He built all of this with a love for us in mind. Even deeper than that, before he built it, 
he designed it for our benefit. Before the creative process began for the design for 
the foundation of our dwelling place, He loved us. He loved us first, and then He 
created. Everything after that was done for the unique purpose of meeting our 
unique need to be loved by our creator. Love for us compelled him to found the 
earth.

He loved us, and then he prepared a place for us, and then he woke us up.

Awaken, my soul.

“My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make music. 
Awake, my soul! ... I will praise you, O Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you 
among the peoples. For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness 
reaches to the skies.” – Psalms 57



REAL LOVE
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

1. How did Jesus demonstrate real love? What would that look like in the 
21st century?

 

2. What does real love mean to you? How is it different from kindness or 
politeness?

3. Describe a time when you experienced real love. How did you know it 
was real love?

4. What would the world look like if everyone showed real love to their 
neighbors?

5. Is there a difference between how Jesus demonstrated real love and 
love you see demonstrated by the church today?
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10. Do you think it’s possible for strangers to show one another real love?
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REAL LOVE
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

16. What does real love mean to you? How is it different from kindness or 
politeness?

 

17. Describe a time when you experienced real love. How did you know it 
was real love?

18. Jesus told us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Who are your neigh-
bors, and how can you show them real love?

19. What would the world look like if everyone showed real love to their 
neighbors?

20. Do you think it’s possible for strangers to show one another real love?


